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x. mmisuMtmm 


The purpose of the present : tudy is to 
Identify certain characteristics of popular end 
less popular books In Hindi for n*o-lU*rat**» 

aoMuaaittfl 

rieo-lltsratss are persons above the age of 
14 ye~ra. They have completed the prescribed course 
of literacy training and are able to ready write 
and understand the reading materials meant for them* 

Popular books a re those which have been 
Issued at least lb times within a year from a lib rary. 

less popular books are those which have been 
issued 8 times or less within a year from • library. 

The following characteristics of books have 
been studied! 

(f> Fb/sioal make-up 

(11) Illustrations 

(ill) These and content 

Civ) Style end presentation* 
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m*m, Mmm, 


Mushtaq Aimed un Invest i get Ion in 

Indie in 1956, under the directorship of C.0. 

Hioharda or UHSScO, in this field. This study shove 

tlu.t physical maka-up, Illustrations, vocabulary, 

printing and style are Important for popularity of 
1 

books. 


He also evaluated the reading materials 
for neo-literates in India In I960* He baaed hie 

■> 

study on interviews and ascertained some of the 

characteristics of reeding materials, such as, 

total pages, slss, cover, stitching, illustrations, 

paper, type else, content, sentence length and 
8 

vocabulary. 


1. Hioharda, C. G. The provision of Popular 

Heading Materials* UHB8C0., 1959. pp. 15-59* 


8. ahmed. Hushtsq .An Evaluation of heading 

Materials for Hew literates and a study of 
their Heading needs and Interests. H.»»9. 
Centre, Jamie Mlllia, 1950, 





nx. nmm 

There are several tech.lr.uea for ascertaining 
popularity of books, suoh as, 

(a) asking the readers their preference for the 
type of books) 

(b) col loot lag opinions from librarians, literacy 
teachers and publishers! 

(o) issuing books to the reader* end asking their 
liking) 

(d) consultation of library records. 

Every device has soste advantage ? nd gone 
disadvantage. .* tea® of thee are not so reliable end sene 
ere v«ry much expensive end tine consuming. Consul** 
tat Ion of library records has edVMitage over others. 

It is reliable and less expensive and less tins 
consuming. Hanes, It was decided to use this 
device for ascertaining popularity of bocks. 

the present study is based upon the consults* 
tlon of the library records of Delhi Public Library, 
which circulates Its bocks in every comer of Delhi 
city through mobile vane, there are suny halting 
stations wherefroe books *re being issued. Hooks 
ere returned within 14 days free the date of issue. 

Bocks, which are in the library for at least 
one year (accessed before 15th of xuguet, 1948 to 15th 
of august, 19481, are drawn for the purpose. There 
ere 848 books which ere collected from 7 halting stations 




t9rur y. The criterion foe deter- 
°f B«lhi Public ^ b00 ks Ip the amber of blows 

at.ilftR popular* within a year. Hence, books are 

they h*svi been 

categorised a* foli Ho.of bodies 

-* s * within a year 39 

1* 8 tile s 

4 tlsas within a year 191 

2* 8 tiles * 


b. 18 tlies ** 


^ w t»ove within a year 


SB 


^xtrea.os lb> books an selected 


Free 

77 books are to be analysed for 
for study, B* ^ certain cJiracterlstlcaa Book® 

ascertaining * ^ JaJ|j> w jtbln ft year art 39 and have 


Issued 5 ti»e® 
been assigned *** 
tines and »bov® 


t be category of less popular and 18 
a3P# 38 «nd In the category of popular. 

- books have been analysed with 

„U «*>•* , _ 

uplsct and the principal these. 

respect to th* * . 

10 in each category, have been 

Selected 00 b p0C t to other charset eristics also. 

analysed witn ^ ^ ^ ^ y , llt sheet at 

Analysis h&f ^ ^ m a utteart to construct an 

appendix I. , ^ analyst books objectively, 

ins tr uiea t tha^ 

ba* been considered for avoiding the 

SlP * rU ' 01,1,1 j iu^nt. Mr, it «i*ht not 

Of W**** u bl ,,-proof. 

be dulled 




xv. 


The date collected ere presented In e 
tabular fore at nppaudlx-XI. They havebeen 
tabulated and analysed. Statistical treatment 
might not give the general lav regarding 
characteristics as books are Insufficient in 
nueber. Hence, descriptive treatment is ccwpleted 
end recorded in Section-V, The reeulte are 
interpreted end recorded in Sectlon-VI. 




V. KmULtS 

The results obt inad on the characteristics 
studied are described below aud tablet for which ere 
at AppendlxrllX. 

EtotUtVw&rHB 
<« *«!—t 

Out of SO books, 11 hid short titles and 
s*ong tha» 7 were popular. Out of the regaining 
9 long titled books, b were popular* (Table l/l) 

<**> Xft.klJ.tgm 

Out of 20 book#, 18 h#d total pages below 40* 
Of these b were popular end 10 were lees 
popular* The restaining 8 books having total 
pages 40 and above were popular, (fable 1/8) 

uii> smelt 

Out of 20 bocks, 10 had board cover, of 
which 8 were popular* 7 had heavy paper 
cover, of which b were popular and b had light 
paper cover, of which one was popular* 

(Table - 1/8). 

(*v> toaodUtt 

Out of 80 books, 14 had type**lse 18 poirtt 
and above* Of these 10 were popular. The 
restaining 8 bocks had the type**slae belts# 16 
point and all ware lasa-popular, (fable 1/4) 
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Xh* difference vii found to be significant. 
Bence! it pears that books, having type-slze 
Id point and above, are popular among neo- 
literstee* 

(v) LetterIlluatrLtionsi 

Out of 80 books 18 had cover-illustrations, 
of which 18 were clearly illustrated* Of 
the latter 10 were popular, a books not 
clearly illustrated were less-popular. The 
ram. ini tig uni 1 lustra ted 8 books were less- 
popular (Xsbls 1/5), 

The difference was found to be significant. 
Bence, it appears that clear cover illustrations 
Influence popularity of books. 

Mlfr gf niaitrktlons to tot^ 

Out of 80 bocks, 19 had fcha ratio to 
total pages below 80* and 9 were popular. The 
remaining on* having the ratio to total pages 
60* and above was in popular category, (Table 1/8) 

Mai Of t»lt-lllmtr«t1on«» 

Out of 15 text-illustrated books, 4 had 
half-tone and ail were popular, 8 had line- 
drawing and f were popular and 5 had both kinds 
of illustrations and a were popular. 
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*• SHM.tg.US. 

Out of 77 books, 17 vier# story books and 
14 wars popular* Social stadias books war* 

17. Of which o wars popular. Out of 10 
history books 8 wars popular (TabIs S). 

8* 

Out of 77 books, 9 wars dealing with ths 
Llfs skstoh of gr eat sen. Of thsss d wars 
popular. Thors wars 8 books dealing with 
Imaginative objects * nd all wars popular* There 
were 8 hooka dealing with agricultural devices 
end ell wars Isas popular* There was only one 
book dealing with diet which was less popular* 
(Table 8>. 

mmbxrn* 

*• ftinuntm..re£ jmubml 

Out of 80 books, 0 had 18 sentences end 
above per page on average and 15 books had below 
18 sentences per page* Of the first category, 

8 were popular and of the second category, 

8 were popular. (Table 4/1)* 

«* jfeae&L jmMBSsmBMi 

Out of 80 books, 10 had 8 short sentences 

and above per page on average and 10 had below 
lb words psr ssntsnes* In the terser 4 books 
were popular and 8 in the latter, {Table 4/8) 
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*• Short mtitincn p«r mil 

Out of £0 books, 10 hat! 8 short smiteace* 
and above per pa rs on average end 10 had 
below a short sentences per page* In the first 
category 6 books were popular end 4 In the 
second category, debit 4/8). 

4. asst 

Out of 80 books 15 had 80 short words 
end above p»?r page on average end 5 had below 
80 short words per page. In the foraer B 
were popular and 8 In the latter (fable 4/4). 

Out of 80 books, 10 had 4 sentences 
and above per paragraph on average and the 
regaining 10 had below 6 sentences per para¬ 
graph. (fable 4/5). 
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n . MMI£fl 

Present eturty does not indicate anything definite 

to state that short title attracts the attention of 

the neo~literatea* It does not shew that the leee 

number of pages accounts for popularity* It nay be 

as the neo-literate* belong to urban area, they eight 

have developed reading habits and could easily read 

books with more number of pages* 

Clear ©over illustration might be regarded as 

the characteristic of popular books for neo-literates* 

It Is clear by the present study that books having 

clear cover illustrations are preferred by them. It 

is obvious th'.t book* having type else of 19 point 

and above are liked by neo-literatea* Huahtaq Ahmed 

states M the Interesting trend that the percentage of 

those who are satisfied with the type es it goes on 

getting bigger increases till 84 point type.*.* * 

But it ie surprising that at E4 point 100> respondents 

approve and there is neither the desire for bigger nor 

1 

for smaller slat of type". 

Present study does not find out any conclusive 
results regarding the ratio of text illustrations to 
total pages* 

1* Ahmed Mushtaqt An Evaluation of heeding Materials 
for Mew-Literates and a study of their reeding 
Meeds and Interests* h.T.P* Centres Jamie milts* 
Mew Delhi, 1988, p.lOT. 






Fravicue studies state that books dr. 11:ng with 
the these of dully life of the readers would he 
popular, But on the basis of the present study It 
cannot he stated that this Is true, as the study 
is confined to urban re*, the popular hooks ere 
those dealing with life of preatmen, urban life and 
imaginative life* Story hooks seem to he popular 
among neo*literstes. It may he that the readers vent 
to he related after their daily work, Social studies 
and biography hooks mm to he popular, However, the 
finding does not show definitely that hooks dealing 
with the need of the readers would he popular, 

The present study does not show any definite 
tendency in respect of the number of sentences per page 
and the number of words per sentence. Books having tf»rt 
words, short sentences und short paragraphs per page 
might not he definitely said to be popular. 






vn. MHMiaa 

This study has Its Halt fcioria its follows* 

1. The books selected are ouly fro* Delhi 

Public Library* They are baine issued for the 
«eo*literate# of only ^slhl City* The nmm 
*,iid interest# of tfto neo-litoratea of Del* 1 
City may <ilfr r from the noo-llt aretes of other 

cities* 

2 m Share vaiu scs» books which wars already 

issued, and us »n*y rscord is not being uaintainad 
to know the tines Issued eacwpt the "due-date- 
slips*, so those books had not been included 
In the study, 

3 # The librtry does not nr infc in the issue 

register, so the nuaber of tines each book 
Issued wus based upon * due**date slips* • 

4 # The uiuubor of books were not in a large nuetoer 

In the library. Bad there been sore books, the 
popularity of each book eight have changed. 

8. The ruiuber of book* enalyeed ware only «0 

and so the general law cannot ba framed* 

It nay be recorded that this study fails to 
establish any general law rsgarding characteristic* 
of books for neo*llterates» However, this study eight 
lead to further work in thie field. 




VIII. ^UKHaRY 


Purpose of the present study ns* to Identify 
certain chur cteristloa, such as, physical Make-up, 
Illustrations, these and content, end style end preeeuta- 
tlon v of popular and leas popular Pooka In Hindi rot 
neo-lIterate*. Studies conducted by Muahtaq Ahned 
ehow that physical sake-up, illustrations, vocabulary, 
printing and «tyle all influence popularity of books. 

Consultation of library records for collecting 
date regarding popularity of books was regarded ae 
appropriate for this study. This device of date collec- 
tlon was considered aore reliable end leae tin* corumning 
end leas expensive than any others. 

Data were collected free 7 belting stations 
of Del' i Public library, there were 860 books In ell 
which were continuously for one year (before 10th of 
august, 1968 to 15th of august, 1968) In tha library, 
they vers arranged on the baele of tines Issued and 
15> were drawn ft on both extreme. Books Issued 5 
tines and lees within a year were categorised as less 
popular and 10 tints end above within a year were cate¬ 
gorised as popular. Thera were 77 books, of which 89 
were leae popular and 88 were popular. All the 
books were analysed with respect to subject and principal 
them and 86 books, 19 In each oateogry, ware analysed 
as per analysis sheet. 
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Table 1 p*Frym mm: vo 


Charactrl^tios * 
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♦Weee**awwas , *»P | '^Hw bmh— m mii ■**■ y <ie» i 

1. Title 

ft 

(ft letters 1) * 

acre * 

i 

nhort title * 
(ft tetters ♦•) * 

lass * 

» 

Total *' 

i 

i 

3# Total )&-;&£: \ 

40 pas»r t J 

above* t 

Below 40 parron J"* 
Total 

3* Covers I 
Board \ 

SBfcavy paper J 

T«1 ;ht paper * 

Total "t" 

%m 
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4, Type "’ise * 
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16* point 4 * 

• above * 
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Below 16 pot it » 
Total f 


6* Cover HI* * 
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nT^rr^yp-^Tmi^ 


T,o*~n ft©’MxTar’Total 
» » 
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